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CLINICAL SUMMARY

A 55-year-old woman presented hair loss along the frontal hairline, 
temples and eyebrows.

There was some scaling, and perifollicular erythema.

Currently the patient has a “clown alopecia” appearance.

A 4 mm punch biopsy was taken at the beginning of the disease (6 
months ago).
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Which is the correct diagnosis 
based on the clinical and 
histopathological features? 

A. Traction alopecia

B. Frontal fibrosing alopecia

C. Female pattern hair loss

D. Alopecia areata
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FRONTAL FIBROSING ALOPECIA

• Kossard described frontal fibrosing
alopecia in 1994 as a variant of 
scarring alopecia affecting 
postmenopausal women.

• Altought some cases have been 
reported subsequently in 
premenopausal women as well as 
in males and in black patients. Even 
in pediatric patients.
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FRONTAL FIBROSING ALOPECIA

• It presents progressive and 
symmetric recession of the frontal 
hairline. 

• In addition, there is loss or 
reduction of the hair follicles of 
the eyebrows, the face, and also in 
the extremities, axillae,  trunk, etc. 

• Eyebrow alopecia is thought to 
precede scalp alopecia
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FRONTAL FIBROSING ALOPECIA

• The disease is considered a 
frontal variant of lichen 
planopilaris. 

• Nevertheless, other studies 
have found differences with 
respect to the type of hair 
follicles affected, emphasizing 
the selective compromise of 
vellus-like and indeterminate 
hair follicles.

Poblet E. et al. Frontal fibrosing alopecia versus lichen planopilaris: a clinicopathological
study. Int J Dermatol. 2006;45:375-380. PubMed
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FRONTAL FIBROSING ALOPECIA

• This case es remarkable because the patient lost a 
very important quantity of hair in a short period of 
time.

• It could be related to the extensive and deep 
lymphocytic cell infiltration around hair follicles.
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